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of Deputies, Delegate from France to both The Hague 
Conferences, and member of the permanent Court of 
Arbitration at the Hague. We are glad to know of 
the work of the British Commission likewise engaged 
in the study of the questions relating to a governed 
world at the close of the war. So far as we know of it, 
we welcome, too, the work of the Commission in this 
country headed by the President's agent, Col. E. M. 
House. Even Germany has a Commission. Just here, 
however, we express especially our encouragement at 
the wisdom with which vital and indefatigable labors 
are performed by the Carnegie Endowment for Inter- 
national Peace. 



ANOTHER LEAGUE TO ENFORCE PEACE 

There are those who favor what may be called a 
Real League to Enforce Peace, defensible in logic 
we must grant, but differing from the plan proposed 
by the '"Draft Convention" appearing elsewhere in 
these columns. Its principles have been recently set 
forth by C. A. McCurdy, M. P., and quoted from the 
London News of May 2, 1918, in the Holland News of 
May 27, 1918. Mr. McCurdy is quoted as follows: 

"The cult of war dies hard. Even the societies 
formed in England and America to organize a League 
of Nations shrink from the complete disestablishment 
of war as an instrument of policy and an institution for 
the settlement of disputes. They are content for the 
present to impose on peoples and princes conditions of 
arbitration, compulsory delay for investigation, and 
conciliation before war may be declared with a good 
conscience and without reproach. 

"By so doing, they recognize the legitimacy of war 
in the last resort. Surely the time has come to place 
the League of Nations doctrine on a simpler basis — on 
the fundamental principle that hilling is murder unless 
done in self-defense, and that wholesale killing is no 
better than killing by retail. 

"The Prussians are doing their best to help us to see 
this truth clearly. They have stripped war of the fine 
garments of chivalry, and shown us murder in its naked 
beastliness. The logical Prussian mind sees clearly 
and rightly that if a just cause may properly be en- 
forced by killing men, it may also be enforced by kill- 
ing women and children, and that humane warfare is a 
contradiction in terms. 

"Our attempts by Geneva and Hague conventions to 
prescribe genteel methods of brutality, to distinguish 
between methods of manslaughter and larceny, permis- 
sible and not permissible, for the reasonable settlement 
of disputes between neighbors, have proved to be un- 
workable. Why not start afresh at the beginning, and 
agree that all war, other than pure self-defense, is 
crime ? 

"That is the way we have got rid of slavery and the 
duel. Not by agreements not to make slave raids, until 
we have first tried the Labor Exchanges, or not to fight 



a duel, until we have first arbitrated the matter, but by 
simply saying we shall regard these things as crimes, 
and call on all honest citizens to suppress them. 

"Here is my suggestion for a new basis for a League 
of Nations: 

"Art. 1. All aggressive war is a crime not to be tol- 
erated by civilized peoples as an instrument for en- 
forcing claims, however just. 

"Art. 2. Neutrality is inadmissible in the presence 
of crime, a war of aggression commenced against any 
nation is a crime committed against all. 

"Art. 3. The signatory nations agree to submit their 
own disputes to peaceful settlement and to defend one 
another against aggression with all the resources, mili- 
tary, naval, and economic, at their command. 

"We cannot abolish war any more than we can abol- 
ish murder, but we can treat it in the same way. The 
cure for war is an awakening of the conscience of hu- 
manity. All effective laws are only the declaration by 
the State of what the public conscience already recog- 
nizes to be just. Conscience must first be quickened 
into life. Let us open our eyes and recognize the fun- 
damental truth that aggressive war is simply murder, 
and we shall find a basis for a League of Nations on 
which we can build in security a fabric which time will 
not destroy." 

Here is physical force in the police sense — a use of 
physical force familiar and acceptable to every one who 
lives willingly in a governed society. It will be noted 
that it is not a scheme for perpetuating rival forces in 
the name of organized butchery. It does not contem- 
plate a continuous condition of illegitimate legitimacy, 
of lawless lawfulness, or of destructive constructiveness. 
Eather it forecasts co-operative states prepared to re- 
strain criminals' and to punish crime. It aims to afford 
protection to the innocent and justice to the wronged. 
It gives to us a picture of the blame properly placed, of 
judicial decisions upheld, of the law enforced. Rival 
armies and navies would, under such a plan, become 
organized for the safety of the world's majority from 
the mendacities and onslaughts of the vicious minority. 
Police power it would be, not in the form of rival 
armaments, fear inspiring instruments of war, tools es- 
pecially designed as threats nation against nation, but 
co-operating units of force to overcome unlawful ag- 
gression and thuggery, to stop an international brigand. 



Where Nineteen On December 10 and 11, 1916, in 

Months Have Washington, submerged in the interior 

Brought Us. of fte New Ebbitt Hoiig ^ a « Confer _ 

ence of Depressed or Dependent Nationalities" held its 
scanty sessions, through which those participating 
hoped "to arouse public opinion in order that their prob- 
lems might receive intelligent treatment when America 
takes its share in the reconstruction of international re- 
lations along peace lines." Nineteen months later, on 



